BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Monday, April 1, 2024
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ATTENDANCE

Chairman Joe Trombley, Vice-Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen Bob Jordan, Pamela Tibbetts and Cliff Cray; Town Administrator Jake T. Roger; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard.  
ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II a) Compensation, (c) Reputation, and (d) Adverse Interests
Motion by Chairman Trombley to enter into a non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II a) Compensation, (c) Reputation, and (d) Adverse Interests.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen Bob Jordan, Cliff Cray, Tom Gauthier, Pam Tibbetts and Joe Trombley all voting aye.  
RECONVENE

Chairman Trombley reconvened the public session at 7:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SEAL NON-PUBLIC MINUTES

Motion by Chairman Trombley to seal the non-public minutes RSA 91-A:3 II 
a) Compensation, (c) Reputation, and (d) Adverse Interests of the April 1, 2024 nonpublic meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Selectmen Bob Jordan, Cliff Cray, Pam Tibbetts, Tom Gauthier and Joe Trombley all voting aye.  

CONSENT CALENDAR

Minutes from the Selectmen March 18, 2024 meeting was submitted for approval.
The payroll manifest for the pay period ending March 28, 2024 in the amount of $163,408.70 was submitted for approval.

Accounts Payable manifest for the period ending March 28, 2024 in the amount of $1,647,635.37 ($1,000,000.00 to the school, $286,000.00 to Trustees of the Trust Funds for Warrant Articles CRF & ETF and, $91,590.00 to McFarland Ford for 3 Cruisers and $270,045.37 to the Town) was submitted for approval.

Intent to Cut for Isobel Park Revocable Trust on Blake Road, map and lots 013-019-1 & 020-001 was submitted for approval.

Intent to Excavate for Raymond Buxton Investments LLC for 2023 and 2024 on Old State Coach Road map and lot 016-034 was submitted for approval.

Solar Energy System Exemptions for Susan Sullivan at 28 French Road, map and lot 002-001 and Robert and Erika Robinson at 288 Pleasant Street, map and lot 027-138-001 were submitted for approval.

Veteran Tax Credit for William Cornelissen at map and lot 028-038-168 was submitted for approval.

Elderly Exemption for Theodore Berns Jr. at map and lot 017-006-033 was submitted for approval.

Elderly Exemption for John and Marilyn Nicholson at map and lot 033-087 was submitted for denial.
Petition and Pole License on Elm Street was submitted for approval.
Large Assembly Permit for the Children’s Fishing Derby on May 27th at 8 AM - 10AM at Fox Run Conservation Pond was submitted for approval.  This is hosted by the Knights of Columbus.

Large Assembly Permit for SELT for their annual meeting on 247 North River Road on June 8th 4 P – 7 PM was submitted for approval.  An additional letter from SELT explaining beer and wine to be served was included.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to remove 5.f two solar exemptions and 5.j two large assembly permits from the Consent Calendar.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the Consent Calendar as amended.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
Chairman Trombley discussed how to let the residents know about the Solar Exemption applications.  All exemption deadlines (April 15th) will be publicized on the Town web page, Facebook and the sign out front.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve the Solar Energy System Exemptions for Susan Sullivan at 28 French Road, map and lot 002-001 and Robert and Erika Robinson at 288 Pleasant Street, map and lot 027-138-001.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
Chairman Trombley would like the Large Assembly Permits to be on the agenda (not the consent calendar) for discussion.  Town Administrator Jake Roger added SELT will be serving alcohol and he will write a letter stating the town has been notified.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve the Large Assembly Permit for SELT for their annual meeting on 247 North River Road on June 8th 4 P – 7 PM and the Large Assembly Permit for the Children’s Fishing Derby on May 27th at 8 AM - 10AM at Fox Run Conservation Pond.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.  

7:15 New England Dragway

New England Dragway representative Paul Lorenti came before the board with the Permit to Operate.  He would like to merge the two permits for the race track and the MXL track.  Chairman Trombley responded that they should stay separate due to the MXL Track staying open until November.  The attorneys from both parties will review the permits.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve the MXL Track Permit and the New England Dragway Permit as two separate permits until the attorneys can speak and amend the permits as needed.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
Selectman Gauthier would like to see the engineer report for the MXL track.  Selectman Tibbitt’s would like a copy of the updated liquor license for the town’s files.

BUSINESS
FIRE

Requests to hire Phoenix Jalger as a part time EMT at $20.00 per hour and Elvis Demirovic as a part time AEMT at $21.50 per hour were submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve the requests to hire Phoenix Jalger as a part time EMT at $20.00 per hour and Elvis Demirovic as a part time AEMT at $21.50 per hour pending background check.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
Resignation for Nicholas Murphy as a Full Time Firefighter and EMT effective April 11, 2024 was submitted for approval.  
Motion by Selectman Jordan to accept the resignation for Nicholas Murphy as a Full Time Firefighter and EMT effective April 11, 2024 with regrets.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.   Motion carried 5-0.  Chairman Trombley would like an exit interview conducted.
POLICE
Purchase Order #577 to Adamson Industries Corp for 2 Equipment Upfit on the new cruisers in the amount $29,970.00 was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve purchase order #577 to Adamson Industries Corp for 2 Equipment Upfit on the new cruisers in the amount $29,970.00.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
Purchase Order #578 to Glacier Computer to equip and install computer equipment in the 2 new cruisers in the amount of $14,290.74 was submitted for approval.  
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to approve purchase order #578 to Glacier Computer to equip and install computer equipment in the 2 new cruisers in the amount of $14,290.74.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
7:30 Matt Beckett – Plumer Park Revitalization
Resident Mr. Beckett read a letter of interest and improvements he has planned for Plumer Park for the Board of Selectmen’s approval.  He would like to accomplish these plans before Memorial Day.
1.  New Colorado Spruce to be donated.  

Motion by Chairman Trombley to accept the donated tree.  Seconded by Selectman Cray.  Motion carried 5-0.

2. Four flowering bushes near the laundromat wall to be donated.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to accept the four donated flowering bushes planted near the laundromat wall continent on a agreement with the laundromat owner.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
3. New dirt and mulch donated by American Legion Post 51 SAL in the amount of $100.00.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to accept the new dirt and mulch donated by American Legion Post 51 SAL in the amount of $100.00.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.   Motion carried 5-0.
4. Landscape timber to border the existing trees & new bushes, sand & silica for brick at the memorial wall pending donations by American Legion Post 51 Legionnaires, Freedom Riders and & Auxiliary in the amount of $300.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to accept the $300.00 pending donations from the American Legion Post 51 Legionnaires, Freedom Riders and & Auxiliary to be used for landscape timber to border the existing trees & new bushes, sand & silica for brick at the memorial wall. Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
5. Bricks for “Veteran’s Only” section in front of the memorial wall (must prove honorable discharge status with DD-214).  Bricks to be donated by the American Legion Post 51 Commander who will validate the appropriate documents.  This will follow the Epping Historical Society personalized brick program.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to accept the donated bricks and follow the existing Historical Society personalized brick program. Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
6. A new granite post marked “Plumer Park” in honor Sally Plumer DAR Park to be donated.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to accept a donated granite post marked “Plumer Park”.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
7. Purchase Order #583 to Monarch Electrical Service to install new lighting at Plumer Park in the amount of $2,835.00 was submitted for approval.  Mr. Beckett said there will be three new flagpole lights, a memorial light and a Christmas tree power outlet. Discussion what line this would be paid from continued.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve the purchase Order #583 to Monarch Electrical Service to install new lighting at Plumer Park in the amount of $2,835.00.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 4-1.  Selectman Tibbetts abstained.  

8.  Labor for items 1-6 will be donated.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to accept donated labor.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.   Motion carried 5-0.
9. Remove the “No Loitering and Snow Removal: signs and relocate.  The “Handicapped” sign needs the post straighten.  
Motion by Selectman Cray to remove the “No Loitering” sign and work with Road Supervisor Dave Reinhold on the other signs.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.   Motion carried 5-0.
HIGHWAY -SIDEWALK RESTORATION PROJECT
Road Supervisor Dave Reinhold discussed the sidewalk restoration project on Water Street.  He has spoken with the Historical Society President Joy True and she approves using asphalt from Bunker Street to Moore Street.  Discussion regarding the sidewalk near the old bank and those bricks continued.  Mr. Reinhold estimated the cost of the asphalt sidewalk to cost $4,000.00
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to asphalt the sidewalk from Bunker Street to Moore Street and pull the brick and replace near the old bank.  Seconded by Selectman Jordon.  Motion carried 5-0.
Purchase Order #581 to Wolcott Construction for 2024 paving on Indian River, Prescott and Depot Roads, Ladds Lane, Moore, St. Laurent and Academy Streets in the amount of $440,634.00 were submitted for approval.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve purchase order #581 to Wolcott Construction for 2024 paving on Indian River, Prescott and Depot Roads, Ladds Lane, Moore, St. Laurent and Academy Streets in the amount of $440,634.00.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.
RECREATION

Purchase Order #582 to Service One Heating and Cooling for installing a heating and cooling system at the Watson Academy in the amount of $59,240.00 was submitted for approval.

Chairman Trombley would like to know if the permit fees are included, is the installation a flat fee or per hour and what is the rate.  Selectman Gauthier asked who is removing the oil tanks.  Palmer gas will give the town a credit for the oil.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve purchase order #582 to Service One Heating and Cooling for installing a heating and cooling system at the Watson Academy in the amount of $59,240.00 provided they are agreeable to the addendums and the answers are confirmed.  Seconded by Selectman Jordon.  Motion carried 5-0.
ADMINISTRATION
Purchase Order #580 to Canobie Lake Park for the deposit on the Employee Appreciation Day in the amount of $2,941.00 was submitted for approval.  Town Administrator Jake Roger explained this is a deposit.  There are 130 employees signed up to go with 20 under age and free.  The cost is $58.00 per person.  The Board of Selectmen feel they should pay for their own ticket.

Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the purchase order #580 to Canobie Lake Park for the deposit on the Employee Appreciation Day in the amount of $2,941.00.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0.
Purchase Order #579 to CertaPro to paint the meeting room and hallway upstairs in the amount of $8,63.45 was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the purchase order #579 to CertaPro to paint the meeting room and hallway upstairs in the amount of $8,63.45.  Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0.
STATE PROPERTY

Town Administrator Jake Roger explained the State of NH has a piece of property .06 acres they would like to dispose of on Route 27.  The abutting land owner is interested in the property if the town doesn’t want the land.  
Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve Town Administrator Jake Roger drafting a letter to the State of Transportation on behalf of the Board of Selectmen stating the town is not interested in the property. Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0
SCHOOL LETTER
Town Administrator Jake Roger drafted a letter on behalf of the Board of Selectman requesting a reconsideration on their decision regarding the location of voting at the O’Day gym back to the Allen Gym.

Motion by Selectmen Gauthier to approve the sending of the drafted letter regarding the location of voting at the O’Day gym back to the Allen Gym to the Epping School Board.   Seconded by Selectman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0
APPOINTMENTS
Motion by Chairman Trombley to nominate and approve DPW Director Dennis Koch as Lamprey Regional Cooperative Representative and Road Supervisor David Reinhold as Alternate Lamprey Regional Cooperative Representative.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to appoint Gabriel Porter and Jeff Leombruno to a 3-year term to the Conservation Commission.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to table the appointment for Daphne Thurston to the Conservation Commission while waiting for direction from the Conservation Commission.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
RULES OF PROCDEURE ACCEPTANCE

The Town of Epping Board of Selectman Rules and Procedures were submitted for approval.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to adopt the Board of Selectman Rules and Procedures modifying as necessary.  Seconded by Selectman Cray.  Motion carried 5-0.
PATRIOTIC PURPOSE
The Richard A. Mitchell Post No. 51 requested an additional $500.00 (from $1,500 to $2,000) for food and supplies during the Memorial Parade.  The budget will need to be increased next year.
Motion by Chairman Trombley to use the balance of the Patriotic Purpose budget and raise the remaining through donations. Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.
FINANCE

DRA 2024 State Report for Appropriations voted on at the annual meeting MS 232 was submitted for approval.

Motion by Chairman Trombley to approve the 2024 State Report for Appropriations voted on at the annual meeting MS 232.  Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.
Actuarial Services agreement with KMS Actuaries, LLC in the amount of $2,000.00 was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the Actuarial Services agreement with KMS Actuaries, LLC in the amount of $2,000.00 having Town Administrator Jake Roger sign on behalf of Board. Seconded by Selectman Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Town Administrator Jake Roger 

Town Administrator Jake Roger clarified the Community Block Grant used for the brick sidewalk that is to be repaired is over 20 years old.  
Town Administrator Jake Roger verified that everything behind the curtains will be thrown away.
Town Administrator Jake Roger asked for permission to auction the old Recreation bus parked at the Transfer Station at St. Jeans Auction House.
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to sell the old Recreation bus or send it to auction.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
Town Administrator Jake Roger announced the Epping Fire Association is selling reflective signs with post for emergencies   They are $35.00 each.
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN REPORTS
Selectman Tom Gauthier
No Report
Selectman Pam Tibbetts

Selectman Tibbetts would like to find military hero’s to be speakers at the Memorial Day Parade.
Selectman Tibbetts encouraged Veteran’s to check with Joy True at the Historical Society to purchase a brick for the Plumer Park walkway.

Selectman Cliff Cray
Selectmen Cray thanked Matt Beckett for his work on Plumer Park upgrade, he should be commended.
Selectman Bob Jordan

No Report
Chairman Joe Trombley

Motion by Chairman Trombley to amend the current employee policy to exclude contractors regarding the nepotism policy.  Seconded by Selectmen Gauthier.  Motion carried 5-0.
ADJOURN

Motion by Selectman Gauthier to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.

Respectfully Submitted:
Joyce Blanchard

Executive Secretary

_______________________________

Joe Trombley, Chairman

_______________________________

Tom Gauthier, Vice-Chairman
________________________________

Bob Jordan, Selectman

_______________________________

Pam Tibbetts, Selectman

_______________________________

Cliff Cray, Selectman
Dated:   April 1, 2024
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