
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES 

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

August 18, 2014 

 

BOS – August 18, 2014 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen Tom Dwyer, Bob Jordan, and Mike Yergeau. Town Administrator 
Gregory C. Dodge; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard;  Selectman McGeough was excused. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Gauthier called the public session to order at 7:00 PM at the Epping Town Hall.   
   
PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
MINUTES 
 
Minutes from August 4, 2014 were submitted for approval.   
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to accept the minutes of August 4, 2014.  Seconded by Selectman 
Dwyer.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 
SIGNING OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE MANIFEST 
 
Accounts payable manifest for week ending 8/15/2014 at $844,109.72, $750,000 for the school and 
$94,109.72 for the town was submitted for approval.  
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Accounts Payable Manifest for week ending 08/15/2014 
for $844,109.72.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
SIGNING OF PAYROLL MANIFEST  
 
Payroll manifest for pay period ending 8/14/2014 in the amount of $100,124.32 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the payroll manifest for pay period ending 8/14/2014 in the 
amount of $100,124.32.   Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 
BUSINESS 
 
2015 BUDGET CHANGES 
 
Finance Director Lisa Fogg proposed some name changes to the departments for review.  Data Processing 
should be changed to IT Department.  Community Development should be changed back to Building 
Inspection.  Move all Planning related expenses back to the Planning Board Budget.  The name for the Fire 
Department should be Fire and Rescue, eliminate the Ambulance Department.  All the Ambulance related 
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expenses will be in the Fire and Rescue budget.  Move all the snow budget expenses into the Highway Budget 
(leaving the Transfer Station and the Waste Disposal alone). 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the recommended changes; Data Processing should be 
changed to IT Department.  Community Development should be changed back to Building 
Inspection.  Move all Planning related expensed back to the Planning Board Budget.  The name for 
the Fire Department should be Fire and Rescue, eliminate the Ambulance Department.  All the 
Ambulance related expenses will be in the Fire and Rescue budget.  Move all the Snow Budget 
expenses into the Highway Budget (leaving the Transfer Station and the Waste Disposal alone).  
Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 
Finance Director Lisa Fogg requested recommendations from the Board of Selectman so she can get the 
budget worksheets out to the departments.  The current salaries are in the 2015 Budget Worksheets.  Mrs. 
Fogg explained that a projected 10% increase for insurance and Workman’s Compensation is in the budget.  
NH retirement rates have not been estimated yet; those numbers should be out in October. Mrs. Fogg 
requested direction on how to estimate salary increases.  Selectman Dwyer suggested keeping the salaries the 
way they are in the budget now and add columns with a 1%, 2% and 3% increase. 
 
Paul Spidle representing the Budget Committee reported that the Budget Committee is meeting this 
Wednesday night.  He will speak to the Committee and get a recommendation from them on a direction on 
how the Town should proceed with the 2015 budget. 
 
7:15 APPOINTMENT - DIANNE GILBERT 
 
Dianne Gilbert from 3 Harvey Lane discussed the LCHIP regarding Watson Academy.  She has been reading 
the minutes and has some questions.  The voters were asked if they wanted to repair the Watson Academy 
and the answer was no.  The voters were asked if they wanted a study done to repair Watson Academy and 
the answer was no.  Ms. Gilbert wants to make sure if this grant goes through if the people will be asked to 
spend the money on Watson Academy or if the money will just be spent?  Ms. Gilbert suggested asking the 
people if we get the grant if the people want to fix Watson Academy.  It is the tax payer’s money and the 
Selectmen should do their do diligence and put this issue on the ballot for 2015.  The Selectmen are agents of 
the people and need to make sure they don’t work outside the law.  Mrs. Gilbert also asked if the UNH 
students that went into the Academy had any liability insurance from an outside source.  Also, did the 
Selectmen read the grant? 
 
Chairman Gauthier assured Mrs. Gilbert that if the Grant comes through, that yes it would be put on the 
ballot.  The UNH students were insured through their UNH Departments.  All the Selectmen read some and 
pieces of the grant. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS  
 
Purchase Order to Nortax for a 2013 John Deer 310 SK Backhoe in the amount of $114,500 was submitted 
for approval. 
 
Selectman Dwyer inquired about this purchase being a warrant article for the voters to decide or maybe lease 
the backhoe.  Selectman Jordan answered that the town really needs this piece of equipment for the winter.  
Selectman Dwyer would like to see purchases going forward in the budget.  Road Supervisor David Reinhold 
reported that the next big purchase needs to be a sidewalk plow. 
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Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the purchase order to Nortax for a 2013 John Deer 310 SK 
Backhoe in the amount of $114,500.  Seconded by Chairman Gauthier.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Purchase Order to Fences Unlimited Inc. for the repair of 82’ of guardrail and add 37’ of new guardrail on 
Coffin Road in the amount of $2,972 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the purchase order to Fences Unlimited Inc. for the repair of 
82’ of guardrail and add 37’ of new guardrail on Coffin Road in the amount of $2,972.  Seconded by 
Chairman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Road Supervisor David Reinhold requested clarification on paving Coffin Road.  The grinding and paving has 
been cancelled. He was going to grind the top of the hill, use a base cover then tar the whole road.  The other 
option is to grind the whole road which would cost more money than he has in the budget.  Discussion 
continued including comments from Charlie Goodspeed regarding using a Geo Tyke product for clay and silt 
based roads.  Mr. Reinhold’s suggestion was to complete Holt and Lagoon Road.  Those 2 roads need a 
topcoat and don’t need to be ground up.  The rest of the road budget can be encumbered until next year with 
a purchase order until more information on Coffin Road can be gathered. 
 
Chris Albert from Jones and Beach advised the Town doing a road inventory priority list.  Since his company 
would charge for doing this he suggested using UNH students.  They have a road program that students 
could help with. They study the cost benefit, analysis and prioritize etc.  
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to complete Holt and Lagoon Road, repair Coffin Road and table the 
paving and restoration of Coffin Road for this year meeting with Mr. Goodspeed next year.  
Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Road Supervisor David Reinhold explained the plans he has for the sidewalk from F & S Construction along 
Route 125.  Chris Albert from Jones and Beach explained the plans for the sidewalks were straight forward 
and state approved.  The bids that were sent out had different numbers for different reasons.  If a company 
doesn’t want the job they sometimes bid high.  Since all the companies bid on the same plan and had the 
opportunity to ask questions and look at the job he didn’t see any reason to go through the bid process again.  
It would cost approximately $3,000 to have new plans drawn up.   
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the purchase order to F&S construction to construct the 
sidewalk on Route 125 per bid in the amount of $35,300.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion 
carried 3-1.  Selectman Yergeau voted nay. 
 
A portion of the sidewalk was not topped with tar and 2 tip downs was not completed by the state.  Mr. 
Reinhold will have the Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge sign another Purchase Order and have that 
completed as it won’t cost over $500. 
 
RECREATION 
 
Rehires for Recreation for the Fall Season;  Manon Kotkowki at $16.00 an hour, Susanne Cohoon at $13.50 
an hour, Erin Quinn at $11.00 an hour, Rebekah Weaver at $10.50 an hour, Kristin Boomhower at $10.50 an 
hour, Abby McPhee at $10.50, Jen Maguire at $10.00, Lorene Mancini at $10.00 an hour, Maggie Weaver at 
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$10.00 an hour, Frank Stanley at $10.00 an hour, James Stanley at $9.00 an hour, Corin Kelly at $9.00 an hour 
and Justin Bacon at $8.00 an hour was submitted for approval 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Rehires for Recreation for the Fall Season;  Manon 
Kotkowki at $16.00 an hour, Susanne Cohoon at $13.50 an hour, Erin Quinn at $11.00 an hour, 
Rebekah Weaver at $10.50 an hour, Kristin Boomhower at $10.50 an hour, Abby McPhee at $10.50, 
Jen Maguire at $10.00, Lorene Mancini at $10.00 an hour, Maggie Weaver at $10.00 an hour, Frank 
Stanley at $10.00 an hour, James Stanley at $9.00 an hour, Corin Kelly at $9.00 an hour and Justin 
Bacon at $8.00 an hour.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Recreation Director Nicole Bizzaro commented that she has 3 new hires to go before the board.  The fall 
applications are being accepted now for the after school program. 
 
REPORT OF CUT 
 
Report of Cuts Yield Taxes for John Ober, 25 Hedding Road, Map and Lot 016-056 in the amount of 
$1,504.40 and Michael McNabb, 45 Hedding Road, Map and Lot 017-002 & 002-001 in the amount of 
$1,326.75 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Report of Cuts Yield Taxes for John Ober, 25 Hedding 
Road, Map and Lot 016-056 in the amount of $1,504.40 and Michael McNabb, 45 Hedding Road, 
Map and Lot 017-002 & 002-001 in the amount of $1,326.75.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 
RENTAL OF TOWN FACILITES 
 
Rental of Town Facilities for the Epping Historical Society to hold a barn dance in the upstairs town hall on 
October 10th 7-10 PM was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the Rental of Town Facilities for the Epping Historical 
Society to hold a barn dance in the upstairs town hall on October 10th 7-10 PM at no cost.  Seconded 
by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Rental of Town Facilities for the Civil War Round Table of New Hampshire to meet in the upstairs town hall 
on the 3rd Friday of every month from 6:30-9:30 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Rental of Town Facilities for the Civil War Round Table 
of New Hampshire to meet in the upstairs town hall on the 3rd Friday of every month from 6:30-9:30 
in the amount of $430.00.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
RIVER MANAGMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Local River Management Advisory Committee nominates Joseph Foley to serve as a representative of Epping 
was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to nominate Joseph Foley to serve as a representative of Epping on the 
Local River Management Advisory Committee.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Large Assembly Permit for Adam McPhee Memorial Foundation Highnote Festival 2014 at 173 Prescott 
Road to be held on September 13, 2 PM – dusk was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the Large Assembly Permit for Adam McPhee Memorial 
Foundation Highnote Festival 2014 at 173 Prescott Road to be held on September 13, 2 PM – dusk. 
 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge announced that the next Selectmen’s meeting will be on a Tuesday 
night, September 2nd due to the Holiday.  Selectman Dwyer stated that he would be absent from that meeting.  
Chairman Gauthier suggested that the budget meetings with Departments start September 22, the Selectmen 
will go to weekly meetings. 
 
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN’S REPORTS 
 
Selectman McGeough  
 
Excused 
 
Selectman Yergeau 
 
No Report 
 
Selectman Jordan  
 
Selectman Jordan requested an update regarding the DAR Park.  Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge had 
spoken to Selectman McGeough today and everything is going well.  Selectman McGeough will report more 
when he feels better. 
 
Selectman Dwyer 
 
No Report 
 
Selectman Gauthier 
 
No Report 
 

 Motion by Selectman Dwyer to adjourn.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0.    
 
 Meeting was adjourned at  8:50 PM. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Joyce Blanchard 
Executive Secretary 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Gauthier, Chairman 
 
______________________________ 
Tom Dwyer, Selectman   
  
______________________________ 
Mike Yergeau, Selectman 
 
______________________________ 
Bob Jordan 
 
 
Date __________________________ 


