
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES 
TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

February 18, 2014 

 

BOS – February 18, 2014 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Chairman Thomas Gauthier; Selectmen Tom Dwyer, Bob Jordan, James P. McGeough and Karen Falcone 
via iPad Face Time (Public session only); Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge; Administrative Assistant 
Joyce Blanchard was excused.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Gauthier called the public session to order at 6:30 PM at the Epping Town Hall.     
 
ADJOURN TO NON-PUBLIC 91:A:3 II. (a)(b)(c)(d)(e) Personnel; reputation (e) legal  
 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to adjourn to Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Selectman Bob 
Jordan  Motion carried 4-0.  Roll call vote was taken and carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to exit the Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough. 
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
RECONVENE  
 
Chairman Gauthier called the public session to reconvene at 7:00 PM at the Epping Town Hall.  Selectman 
Karen Falcone joined the meeting via iPad Face Time from Florida. 
 
PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
SEAL NON-PUBLIC MINUTES – February 18, 2014 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to seal the Non-Public Minutes of February 18, 2014.  Seconded by  
Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 4-0-1, with Selectman Falcone abstaining. 
 
MINUTES 
 
Minutes from February 3, 2014 were submitted for approval.   
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to accept the minutes of February 3, 2014.  Seconded by Selectman 
McGeough.  Motion carried 3-0-2, with Selectman Jordan and Falcone abstaining. 
 
SIGNING OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE MANIFEST 
 
Accounts payable manifest for week ending 2/14/2014 for $70,847.86 was submitted for approval.  
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the Accounts Payable Manifest for week ending 2/14/2014 
for $70,847.86.  Seconded by Selectman  McGeough.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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SIGNING OF PAYROLL MANIFEST  
 
Payroll manifest for pay period ending 2/13/2014 in the amount of $83,587.73 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the payroll manifest for pay period ending 2/13/2014 in the 
amount of $83,587.73.   Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
BUSINESS 
 
TOWN REPORT 
 
Purchase Order to JLM Graphics for Design Layout for the 2013 Town Report in the amount of $2,340; the 
town portion being $1,530 and the school being $810 was submitted for approval along with a Purchase 
Order to Kase Printing for printing 1,300 2013 Town Reports in the amount of $4,282 was submitted for 
approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman  McGeough to approve the purchase order to JLM Graphics for Design Layout  
for the 2013 Town Report in the amount of $2,340 and Kase Printing in the amount of $4282.00  
Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
FINANCE 
 
Finance Director Lisa Fogg requested to write off a ComStar bill from 2011 that has gone to collections.  The 
out of state patient claims that it has been paid however ComStar has not record of payment and the patient 
has not produced evidence of payment.  Ms. Fogg requests that the amount of $561.36 be written off.   
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the write off of the uncollected amount of $561.36 from 
Comstar.  Seconded by Seletman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Lisa Fogg also requests permission to review the accounts of ComStar bills in the amount of $42,000 that 
have gone to collections.  Ms. Fogg will ask that an amount be written off at a later date once she has 
reviewed the accounts. 
 
Motion by Selectman McGeough to allow Lisa Fogg to review the accounts of $42,000 in ComStar 
bills that have gone to collection.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
HEALTH INSURANCE ADDENDUM 
 
Lisa Fogg requests that the Board sign the Health Insurance contract that includes the Medicare and Medi 
Comp provisions for qualifying employees.  There are no employees that are qualified as of yet, however the 
Health Trust asks that the contract be signed and in place in the event an employee becomes qualified at age 
65. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the contract and to have the Chairman sign on behalf of the 
Board.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried. 5-0. 
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VETERAN’S CREDIT 
 
Veteran’s Credit for Hattie Stoltzfus at 315 Pleasant Street, Map and Lot 027-101 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Veteran’s Credit for Hattie Stoltzfus at 315 Pleasant 
Street, Map and Lot 027-101.   Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
ELDERLY EXEMPTION 
 
Elderly Exemption for George Foucher at 290 Calef Hwy #C26, Map and Lot 023-039-026-C was submitted 
for approval.   
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Elderly Exemption for George Foucher at 290 Calef Hwy 
#C26, Map and Lot 023-039-026-C.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
ETV 
 
Purchase Order to PegCentral for Peg Streaming in the amount of $4,823 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the purchase order to PegCentral for Peg Streaming in the 
amount of $4,823.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
RENTAL OF TOWN FACILITIES 
 
Rental of Town Facilities for Friends of Tracie Wilkins on February 24 or 25 from noon to 1 pm to hold a 
good luck party was submitted for approval.  The room upstairs was requested for 50-75 in attendance. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the rental of Town Facilities for Friends of Tracie Wilkins 
on February 24 or 25 from noon to 1 p.m.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
INTENT TO CUT 
 
Intent to cut of Leanne Campbell on Route 27, Map and Lots 030-046 + 80 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Intent to cut of Leanne Campbell on Route 27, Map and 
Lots 030-046 + 80.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
APPOINTMENT 
 
7:15 LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
 
Library Trustee Chairman Michael Vose along with members; Laurie Dudley and Charlie Goodspeed met 
with the Selectmen. Trustees Lynn Rienhard and Paul Miliotis arrived at 7:36 p.m.   The Trustees by 
way of a letter asked that the Board consider assisting the Trustees in paying their legal bill with Donahue, 
Tucker and Ciandella in the amount of $6998.94.  Selectman Dwyer made a motion to approve the request 
for discussion purposes only, seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Chairman Gauthier asked the Board to 
begin with their comments first.  Selectman Jordan felt that when the Trustees asked for assistance a few 
months ago, certain advice was given to them, however none of it was followed.  Chairman Vose stated that 
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their attorney had alternative advice and the Trustees agreed to follow the advice of counsel.  Selectman 
McGeough was concerned if the bill amount was final, in the Trustees letter is states it is the last bill 
“expected”.  Chairman Vose said that it is the final bill.  Mr. McGeough continued that the Selectmen had 
made it public at their previous meeting that the Board had approved a similar request from the Trustees to 
pay approximately $3,000 in legal fees.  Trustee Goodspeed asked if the Board felt that the Trustees should 
dispute the bill.  Discussion continued with Selectman McGeough suggesting that the Trustees get a letter 
from their attorney stating in writing that no new bills will follow. 
Selectman Falcone stated that she felt the Selectmen had given the Trustees solid advice when the first 
request was made to pay the bill however it was not followed.  Selectman Dwyer stated that the advice given 
to the Trustees was good advice and if any adverse action were taken then the LGC probably would have 
stepped in to provide legal counsel.  Mr. Dwyer further stated that he was concerned about what monies were 
in the non-lapsing fund.  Chairman Vose stated that their non-lapsing fund is made up from book fees, copy 
fees, etc. and there was $14,000 in the account in December.  Last year the Trustees created a Building fund 
from the non-lapsing fund, so now there are two non-lapsing funds.   Mr. Vose said that the RSA’s allows the 
Trustees to spend from the non-lapsing fund.  He further stated that $7,000 was transferred into the non-
lapsing fund so that the Trustees could meet their expenses.  Selectman Dwyer said that the budget had been 
over expended but it was not just because of legal fees.  He wanted to see a full accounting of what the legal 
action actually costs and that it be broken down.  Selectman McGeough said that along those lines he 
suspects the action cost more in the $20,000 range.   
Discussion continued for some time and it appeared as though the Board was not ready to vote on the 
motion and so the motion by Selectman Dwyer and second from Selectman McGeough was withdrawn.  The 
following motion was then made. 
 
Selectman McGeough motioned that the Trustees provide to the Selectmen a full accounting of the 
expenses for the legal action and that the Trustees return in two weeks for further discussion.  
Second by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
  
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
7:30 HANK LETOURNEAU – E911 ROAD CHANGES 
 
Chairman Gauthier read the Public Hearing notice and instead of reading the lengthy abutter list, Chairman 
Gauthier asked if there was anyone in attendance for the hearing.  No abutters were present.  Chairman 
Gauthier was reluctant to hold the hearing given the poor weather conditions and felt that residents probably 
did not come out for that reason and thought perhaps that the hearing should be continued.  The Chairman 
asked the Town Administrator if a new hearing notice needed to be prepared with notices to the abutters.  
The Administrator thought that those things would have to be done again. 
 
Selectman McGeough motioned to postpone the public hearing for two weeks.  Second by 
Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
Hank Letourneau, E911 Coordinator was present for the hearing. 
 
APPOINTMENT  
 
8:00 HEATER CLARK 
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Heather Clark met with the Board as a member of the newly formed; Community Center Committee.  She 
asked for the appointment seeking funds from the Town to prepare of survey to see what interest there was 
in a community center.  To summarize, a total of approximately $1,100 was needed to complete the survey 
with printing and mailing costs included.  There was discussion initiated by Selectman Dwyer relative to the 
number of people who actually return a survey, usually between 10 and 20%.  Ms. Clark will design the survey 
and submit it to the Board for approval before it is mailed out.  There was thought of doing the survey during 
the elections but there was fear that talk of a new building may skew the vote.  Chairman Gauthier asked the 
Town Administrator where the funds would come from to which he responded that he was not sure and 
would check with Lisa Fogg as this is a non-budgeted item.   
The Board will take up the matter at the March 17, 2014 meeting and hope to have a draft of the survey 
completed at that time for review by the Board. 
 
Ms. Clark also asked the Board about her Facilities Use request for a get together for Tracie Wilkins.  The 
Board advised her that it was approved for either the 24th or 25th of February.  Heather thought that those 
days may not work and the Board said any day available next week would be okay that she should check with 
the Town Administrator for availability. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE & REPORTS 
  
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge presented a contract from the State regarding the crosswalk and 
signals at Rt. 125 and the WalMart lights.  The language was the same as prepared in an earlier contract from 
the State. 
 
Selectman Dwyer motioned that the contract be signed.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
Discussion continued about the proposed State project.  Chairman Gauthier thought that a letter to DOT 
was in order. 
 
Chairman Gauthier motioned that the Town Administrator prepare a letter to the State DOT 
regarding the construction of a sidewalk from Main St. to McDonalds and that the Town go on 
record that it will not assume the associate costs for maintaining a trail crossing signal as expressed 
in a previous meeting with the DOT.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Mr. Dodge asked if there was any interest from the Board in attending the Boy Scouts Blue and Gold banquet 
and awards night on Friday February 21, 2014.  An invite was mailed.  Board claim they hadn’t been advised 
of the banquet but because of prior commitments no one was planning on attending.  Chairman Gauthier 
said he was cooking for the event but was not an attendee. 
 
The Board had previously approved a request for the Republican Committee to use the upstairs of Town Hall 
for a meeting on February 26, 2014.  Mr. Warren Kindler requested that the meeting be broadcast on ETV.  
Discussion from the Board continued and it was felt that public ETV equipment should not be used nor any 
of ETV employees.  The Board felt that if the committee wanted to tape the event themselves and ask that it 
be broadcast on ETV, that request would be granted. 
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Chairman Gauthier motioned that no ETV equipment or personnel be used for the Republican 
meeting, however they can tape the event themselves and deliver it for broadcast on ETV at a later 
date.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN’S REPORTS 
 
Selectman Falcone – No comments. 
 
Selectman McGeough – Just wanted to remind everyone that the roads are bad and to be careful. 
 
Selectman Jordan – Wanted to remind the voters that we need highway trucks. 
 
Selectman Dwyer – Reminded everyone that sample ballots are available at Town Hall.  It would be an 
advantage to get the ballot early, read it, fill it out and bring it to the voting booth with you.  Also,  Candidates 
Night is Wednesday February 19, 2014 upstairs at Town Hall beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Chairman Gauthier – Stated that reading the ballot ahead of time makes voting less overwhelming.  He also 
said that two Selectmen were needed during elections.  Chairman Gauthier, Selectmen McGeough and Dwyer 
would be available to fill in or split the time up, etc.  There should be coverage. 
Chairman Gauthier also spoke about and email received from Henry DeBoer to “talk up” the land/well 
purchase.  It was decided that collectively as individuals and not as Town officials they could put something 
together and mail it out as it pertains to the land/well purchase.  An earlier suggestion that the Town 
Administrator do the work was voided as no Town time should be used.  Selectman Dwyer said he would do 
some leg work on this and Chairman Gauthier pledged some money to help defray costs.  It was also 
suggested that members of the Budget Committee may want to help out.  NO TOWN FUNDS/LABOR 
WILL BE USED FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

 
 Motion by Selectman Jordan to adjourn.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
 Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Gregory C. Dodge 
Epping Town Administrator 
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______________________________ 
Thomas Gauthier, Chairman 
 
______________________________ 
Tom Dwyer, Selectman   
  
______________________________ 
James P. McGeough, Selectman 
  
______________________________ 
Bob Jordan, Selectman 
 
______________________________ 
Karen Falcone, Selectman 
 
Date __________________________ 


