
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES 
TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

March 17, 2014 

 

BOS – March 17, 2014 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen James P. McGeough, Tom Dwyer, Bob Jordan, and Mike Yergeau. 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge; Administrative Assistant Joyce Blanchard 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Gauthier called the public session to order at 6:00 PM at the Epping Town Hall.     
 
ADJOURN TO NON-PUBLIC 91:A:3 II. (a)(b)(c)(d)(e) Personnel; reputation (e) legal  
 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to adjourn to Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Selectman Bob 
Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll call vote was taken and carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to exit the Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan. 
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
RECONVENE  
 
Chairman Gauthier called the public session to reconvene at 7:00 PM at the Epping Town Hall.   
 
PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
Chairman Gauthier congratulated the Boys Basketball Team Division 4 for winning the State Championship.   
This is the first State Championship since 1992. 
 
Chairman Gauthier welcomed Mike Yergeau to the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Chairman Gauthier recognized Karen Falcone with a gift, card and a flower bouquet as a thank you for her 6  
years of dedication. Mrs. Falcone thanked the Board and the people that voted for her for their support and it 
was a pleasure to serve the town.  Mrs. Falcone wished the Board of Selectmen well going forward. 
 
MINUTES 
 
Minutes from March 3, 2014 were submitted for approval.   
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to accept the minutes of March 3, 2014.  Seconded by Selectman 
McGeough.  Motion carried 4-0.  Selectman Yergeau abstained. 
 
SIGNING OF PAYROLL MANIFEST  
 
Payroll manifest for pay period ending 3/13/2014 in the amount of $84,623.82 was submitted for approval. 
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Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the payroll manifest for pay period ending 3/13/2014 in the 
amount of $84,623.82.   Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
SIGNING OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE MANIFEST 
 
Accounts payable manifest for week ending 3/14/2014 for $849,426.74, $750,000 for the school, $99,426.74  
is the town was submitted for approval.  
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the Accounts Payable Manifest for week ending 3/14/2014 
for $849,426.74.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
SELECTMEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to postpone the Selectman Assignments to the next meeting on the 
31st as the agenda is so full.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
FINANCE  
 
Finance Director Lisa Fogg explained that the MS-232 is a new form from the state which shows the voted 
appropriations from the town warrant articles submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the MS-232.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 
5-0. 
 
Finance Director Lisa Fogg submitted a New Hampshire Municipal Bond Bank application request to 
participate in the bond bank for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve participating in the Bond Bank authorizing Chairman 
Gauthier to sign the document.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
COMSTAR 
 
Comstar write offs and collections for residents in the amount of $1,010.46, transfers for non-residents in the 
amount of $1,192.08 and write offs from FFR in the amount of $20,061.38 from 2011 was submitted for 
approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman McGeough to approve of the Comstar write offs and collections for residents in 
the amount of $1,010.46, transfers for non-residents in the amount of $1,192.08 and write offs from 
FFR in the amount of $20,061.38 from 2011.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
7:15 NE DRAGWAY/ROTARY 
 
NE Dragway representative Joe Lombardo and rotary member Bob Goodrich requested permission to sell 
alcohol from a Sierra Beer Tent during a Thunder Run/Mud Runon May 17th.  The beer would be consumed 
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only inside the tent.  A member of the Rotary has taken the state course and has trained servers to work the 
tent.  There will be limited tickets sold for beer.  Insurance will to be provided for this fund raiser. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve to hold a public hearing in 2 weeks regarding the NE 
Dragway and Exeter Rotary holding fundraiser Sierra beer tent during a Thunder Run/Mud Run on 
May 17th.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
FIRE – Hire 
 
Request to hire Mitchell Patten as a part time EMT/Firefighter at minimum wage was submitted for 
approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the hire request of Mitchell Patten as a part time 
EMT/Firefighter at minimum wage. Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS  
 
Request to hire Charles Hirt as a full time DPW-Highway Laborer at $14.02 an hour was submitted for 
approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the hire request of Charles Hirt as a full time DPW-Highway 
Laborer at $14.02 pending his background check.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-
0. 
 
7:30 PERAMBULATION 
 
Jerry Langdon was present to give his annual update regarding the Town of Epping’s Perambulation.  The 
Town of Newmarket is successfully complete and we have a signed copy.  The Town of Exeter is finished 
with the 2 monuments.  The Town of Lee with the town boundary and county boundary needs to be 
reviewed and signed.  The owner has moved the original boundary marker off to the side of the property but 
agreed to a pin at the appropriate spot. The towns of Raymond and Newfield’s needs to be done to complete 
the perambulation. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR 
 
Purchase Order to Formax for an automatic letter folder and inserter with a year’s maintenance agreement in 
the amount of $4012 was submitted for approval.  The Water and Sewer Department are sharing the cost. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the purchase order to Formax for an automatic letter folder 
and inserter with a year’s maintenance agreement in the amount of $4012.  Seconded by Selectman 
Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
SANSOUCY AGREEMENT 
 
The yearly agreement to George Sansoucy P.E., LLC, the engineer that provides updated values for public 
utilities in the amount of $6,000 was submitted for approval.  
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Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the yearly agreement to George Sansoucy P.E., LLC, the 
engineer that provides updated values for public utilities in the amount of $6,000.  Seconded by 
Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
7:45 COMMUNITY CENTER 
 
Heather Clark reviewed the “Epping Community Survey” that will be mailed out to residents of the Town of 
Epping. The Epping Community Center Planning Committee is asking for feedback regarding a Community 
Center, School Expansion & Renovation, Library/Media Center, Athletic Fields/Facilities and Emergency 
Center.  There will be drop off locations, online response or they can be mailed. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the mailing of the “Epping Community Survey” and 
authorize TA Gregory C. Dodge to approve the purchase order.  Seconded by Selectman Yergeau. 
 
8:00  NH LIQUOR COMMISSION 
 
Representative Jeff Harris introduced Andrew Davis from the NH Liquor Commission to report on the 
building of a new liquor store in Epping.  Mr. Davis has been working on this project since 2009.  The 
visibility test, traffic counts and accessibility reports have been completed.  Mr. Davis showed conceptual 
drawings and pictures from other new stores that could be built here, explaining the square feet, parking and 
the loading dock area.  Discussion continued regarding the money appropriation and the Federal 
Governments involvement.    
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to authorize TA Gregory C. Dodge to write a letter to the state and 
federal senators along with the Governor to show the towns support of this project.  Seconded by 
Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Representative Jeff Harris took this opportunity to announce the GOP Republican Committee meeting will 
be held here at the Town Hall upstairs auditorium on March 31st.  He requested the use of an ETV camera to 
tape the meeting. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the use of an ETV camera to tape the meeting in the Town 
Hall.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0.   
  
WATSON ACADEMY DISCUSSION 
 
Recreation Director Nicole Bizzaro discussed the next step for Watson Academy.  The Town did not approve 
funds to have an engineering study finalized.  Mrs. Bizzaro does not believe that means that the town does 
not approve of having Watson fixed.  She is requesting clarification on the future of Watson Academy.  Is the 
Town committed to fixing Watson Academy, what are the plans?  Selectman Dwyer would like to see it fixed 
and send out an RFP asking for drawings and cost and Selectman Jordan agreed. Selectman Gauthier doesn’t 
know what to do as he believes residents won’t vote $100,000-$300,000 to fix it.  Charlie Goodspeed believes 
that the cost quoted of $100,000-$300,000 would bring everything in the 170 year old building to a perfect 
condition. The goal is to have Watson Academy code compliant and usable.  Fire Chief Don DeAngelis needs 
to have stamped drawing to take the liability off of the town.  Discussion continued including funding from 
various kinds of grants. 
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Motion by Selectman McGeough to allow Charlie Goodspeed to do the floor and soil testing, 
drawings with estimates for contractors and engineers.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion 
carried 5-0.   
 
Selectman McGeough and Selectman Dwyer thanked Mr. Goodspeed for his work on this project. 
  
TAX DEFERRALS 
 
Tax Deferral for Gladys Parker on 47 Water Street, Map and Lot 029-212 in the amount of $4,514.22 and 
Doris Sargent on 19 Cate Street, Map and Lot 022-091 in the amount of $4,152.60 was submitted for 
approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman McGeough to approve the Tax Deferral for Gladys Parker on 47 Water Street, 
Map and Lot 029-212 in the amount of $4,514.22 and Doris Sargent on 19 Cate Street, Map and Lot 
022-091 in the amount of $4,152.60.  Seconded by Selectman Yergeau.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
POLE LICENSE 
 
Petition and Pole License from PSNH for 1 pole on Red Oak Hill and 3 poles from NH Electric Cooperative 
and Fairpoint along Blake Road was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the Petition and Pole License from PSNH for 1 pole on Red 
Oak Hill and 3 poles from NH Electric Cooperative and Fairpoint along Blake Road.  Seconded by 
Selectman Yergeau.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
ELDERLY EXEMPTION 
 
Elderly Exemption for Victor and Carol Conlogue at 66 Mast Road, Map and Lot 031-016 was submitted for 
approval.   
 
Motion by Selectman McGeough to deny the Elderly Exemption for Victor and Carol Conlogue at 66 
Mast Road, Map and Lot 031-016 as their income exceeds the towns limit.  Seconded by Selectman 
Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Elderly Exemptions for Dauna Dobe, 290 Calef Highway B-16, Map and Lot 023-039-016-B, Gladys Parker, 
47 Water Street, Map and Lot 029-212 and Doris Sargent 19 Cate Street, Map and Lot 022-091 was submitted 
for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Elderly Exemptions for Dauna Dobe, 290 Calef 
Highway B-16, Map and Lot 023-039-016-B,  Gladys Parker, 47 Water Street, Map and Lot 029-212 
and Doris Sargent 19 Cate Street, Map and Lot 022-091.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
TIMBER TAX 
 
Timber tax to Phyllis Harvey for 40 Nottingham Sq. Rd., Map and Lot 15-005 in the amount of $1,008.16 
was submitted for approval. 
 



BOS March 17, 2014 6 

Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Timber tax to Phyllis Harvey for 40 Nottingham Sq. Rd., 
Map and Lot 15-005 in the amount of $1,008.16.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
TOWN HALL IMPROVEMENT DISCUSSION 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to table the Town Hall improvement discussion.  Seconded by 
Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
ETV COMMITTEE REQUEST 
 
Selectman McGeough explained that the Comcast contracts are in negotiations.  The ETV Committee would 
like to have Attorney Miller do a full audit of the Comcast contract in the amount of $10,000.  Selectman 
Dwyer questioned spending this money on a contract that hasn’t been fulfilled in the past.  TA Gregory 
Dodge reported that Comcast has been a stumbling block by not returning calls and information.  There are 
some services that Comcast has not provided that was in the past contract.  TA Gregory Dodge is going to 
discuss the issues with Attorney Miller and report back to the board. 
 
Motion by Selectman McGeough to table the approval of the contract audit.  Seconded by Selectman 
Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Purchase Order to Certified Computer Solution for 3 computer workstations and 1 upgrade in the amount of 
$5,605 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the Purchase Order to Certified Computer Solution for 3 
computer workstations and 1 upgrade.  Seconded by Selectmen Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
RENTAL OF TOWN FACILITIES 
 
Rental of Town Facilities for the Greater Epping Republican Committee for the upstairs auditorium on 
March 31, 7pm-9pm with 60 people was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the rental of town facilities for the Greater Epping 
Republican Committee for the upstairs auditorium on March 31, 7pm-9pm with 60 people.  
Seconded by Selectman McGeough.   
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE & REPORTS 
  
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge explained that ETV will be selling copies of the game on DVD’s for 
$5.00 in the Selectmen’s office. 
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Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge reported that a resident Alexandra Head is soliciting funds for a 
Cancer Walk. 
 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge welcomed Mike Yergeau to the Board of Selectmen and good luck. 
 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge mentioned that Police negotiations will be starting soon and a team 
could be selected at this time. 
 
Motion by Selectman McGeough to nominate Tom Gauthier and Bob Jordan as the 2 main 
negotiators with Greg sitting in the room.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge reported that the ERRCO Agreement is due next spring. 
Information will be need to be gathered.  
 
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN’S REPORTS 
 
Selectman McGeough  
 
Selectman McGeough welcome Mike Yergeau to the Board of Selectmen. 
 
Selectman McGeough wanted to know when the canoe race was and who the sponsor was.  The answer was 
the Lions club is the sponsor and the 3rd Saturday of April is when the canoe race is. 
 
Selectman Yergeau 
 
No Report 
 
Selectman Jordan  
 
Selectman Jordan congratulated the Boys Basketball team.  The Fire and Police Departments escorted them 
into town and up to the school. Everyone did a great job. 
 
Selectman Gauthier 
 
Selectman Gauthier congratulate the Basketball team  and Mike Yergeau for the win.  The Cheerleaders came 
3rd in the state.  Congratulations to them also. 

 
 ADJOURN TO NON-PUBLIC 91:A:3 II. (a)(b)(c)(d)(e) Personnel; reputation (e) legal  
 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to adjourn to Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  
Motion carried 5-0.  Roll call vote was taken and carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to seal the Non-Public Minutes of March 17, 2014.  Seconded by 
Selectman Yergeau. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to exit the Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer. 
Motion carried 5-0. 
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 Meeting was adjourned at 9:40 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Joyce Blanchard 
Administrative Assistant 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Gauthier, Chairman 
 
______________________________ 
Tom Dwyer, Selectman   
  
______________________________ 
James P. McGeough, Selectman 
  
______________________________ 
Bob Jordan, Selectman 
 
______________________________ 
Mike Yergeau, Selectman 
 
Date __________________________ 


