
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES 

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

November 24, 2014 

 

BOS – November 24, 2014 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen James P. McGeough, Bob Jordan, Tom Dwyer, and Mike Yergeau; 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Gauthier called the public session to order at 6:30 PM at the Epping Town Hall.   
   
ADJOURN TO NON-PUBLIC 91:A:3 II. (a)(b)(c)(d)(e) Personnel; reputation (e) legal  
 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to adjourn to Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  
Motion carried 5-0.  Roll call vote was taken and carried unanimously.  
 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to exit the Non-Public Session.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan. 
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
RECONVENE  
 
Chairman Gauthier called the public session to reconvene at 7:00 PM at the Epping Town Hall. 
 
PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
MINUTES 
 
Minutes from November 10, 2014 as were submitted for approval.   
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to accept the minutes of November 10, 2014.  Seconded by Selectman 
Yergeau.  Motion carried 4-0-1.  Selectman Jordan abstained. 
 
SIGNING OF PAYROLL MANIFEST  
 
Payroll manifest for pay period ending 11/20/2014 in the amount of $93,116.17 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman McGeough to approve the payroll manifest for pay period ending 11/20/2014 
in the amount of $93,116.17.   Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
SIGNING OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE MANIFEST 
 
Accounts payable manifest for week ending 11/21/2014 at $866,129.40; $703,329.00 for the school and 
$162,800.40 for the town was submitted for approval.  
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Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Accounts Payable Manifest for week ending 11/21/2014 
at $866,129.40.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
 
Sewer Main Extension Agreement between Epping Water and Sewer Commission, Town of Epping and the 
Old Stagecoach Condominium Association was submitted for approval.  Town Administrator Gregory C. 
Dodge explained that the association did not have the money to cover the $72,000 sewer connection fee.  
This legal agreement states that Old Stagecoach Condominium Association will pay the sewer connection fee 
directly to the Water and Sewer Department over a ten year period at an interest rate of 5.52%. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Sewer Main Extension Agreement agreeing that the Old 
Stagecoach Condominium Association will pay the sewer connection fee directly to the Water and 
Sewer Department over a ten year period at an interest rate of 5.52% and having Town Administrator 
Gregory C. Dodge sign on behalf of the Board of Selectmen.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
RECREATION 
 
Request to hire Ashley Nichols for Recreation Junior Staff Before and After School Program at $8.00 an hour 
was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the request to hire Ashley Nichols for Recreation Junior 
Staff Before and After School Program at $8.00 subject to a background check.  Seconded by 
Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Purchase Order to Wallace Fence to remove, install, replace and adjust the tennis court in the amount of 
$5,750 was submitted for approval.   
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the purchase order to Wallace Fence to remove, install, 
replace and adjust the tennis court in the amount of $5,750.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
Large Assembly Permit for the holiday party in the auditorium and the tree lighting on Dec 7th 3:30 PM - 5:00 
PM was submitted for approval.  Recreation Director explained that there will be cookie decorations, music 
and Santa will be there to have pictures taken with.  Selectman McGeough wanted to make sure the police are 
available to help the carolers cross the road. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Large Assembly Permit for the holiday party in the 
auditorium and the tree lighting on Dec 7th 3:30 PM - 5:00 PM.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Recreation write offs for children of families that no longer live in Epping in the amount of $546.50 from the 
summer 2012 was submitted for approval. 
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Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Recreation write offs for children of families that no 
longer live in Epping in the amount of $546.50 from the summer 2012.  Seconded by Selectman 
Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
GREAT BAY SNO ROLLERS 
 
Snowmobile trail permission application for Great Bay Sno Rollers to use town property on Jacob Well Road, 
Dimond Hill Road and the power lines to North River Road was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the snowmobile trail permission application for Great Bay 
Sno Rollers to use town property on Jacob Well Road, Dimond Hill Road and the power lines to 
North River Road.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
COMSTAR 
 
Comstar write offs for residents totaling $197.46, non-residents in the amount of $1,340.24 and transfers to 
collections for non-residents totaling $10,833.91 was submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Comstar write offs for residents totaling $197.46, non-
residents in the amount of $1,340.24 and transfers to collections for non-residents totaling $10,833.91.  
Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve a request to reduce an ambulance bill by 30% due to a 
hardship application.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
INVESTMENT POLICY 
 
The Town of Epping’s Investment Policy without any changes for 2014 was submitted for annual approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Town of Epping’s Investment Policy without any 
changes for 2014.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
7:15 THERAPEUTIC CANNABIS PROPOSAL – Dennis Acton 
 
Chairman Gauthier introduced Dennis Acton from Granite State Alternate Treatment Center. Chairman 
Gauthier stated that this was not a public hearing and for information only.  Mr. Acton gave a brief history as 
a resident of Fremont, a cancer survivor and his experiences with the need for Cannabis.  He is a member of 
a group of New Hampshire residents that has spent years working with lawmakers to help pass the medical 
cannabis law. Mr. Acton and Andrei Bogolubov will be the Project Management Advisors.  Mr. Bogolubov is 
an executive at PalliaTech in New York.  PalliaTech owns and manages medical cannabis operations.  Mr. 
Acton and Mr. Bogloubov described the security, production and dispensary operations.  Mr. Acton 
explained the New Hampsire law for state registered patients with serious diseases that are treated with 
medical Cannabis.  Everything is overseen and regulated by the New Hampshire Department of Health and 
Human Services.  Discussion regarding the locality, the overview of the facility and community reinvestment 
continued. 
 
Selectman McGeough wants to make sure this business doesn’t ask for a tax exemption.  Mr. Acton replied 
that it states in the by-laws that a tax exemption will never be applied for.  Selectman McGeough is concerned 
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regarding more police being present being a tax burden on the town.  Mr. Acton replied that a member of law 
enforcement will need to be on the board of directors; that is a state mandate.  Selectman McGeough doesn’t 
think that this sort of business belongs in a “bedroom” community such as Epping and it might hurt property 
values.  Mr. Bogloubov replied that property values in other areas that have an alternate treatment center have 
not been affected.  Selectman McGeough does not agree that Epping is as good a location as Pease Tradeport 
or by a hospital.  Mr. Acton explained that Epping was chosen as it is a central location in the southern 
portion of the state. 
 
Selectman Gauthier would like to have a referendum to ask the towns people if they would like to see this in 
town as marijuana is illegal in this state. This is really a Planning Board issue. If the town supports this, then 
he will also. 
 
Selectman Jordan is concerned about the Seacoast United Fields and all the youth right down the road.  Mr. 
Acton reviewed the low profile that the legalized pharmaceutical center will have.  The outside will be very 
discreet and not for the retail public.  This medicine will be dispensed to qualified patients only. 
 
Selectman Dwyer commented that being tax exempt can be listed in the town site review.  Other companies 
will be looking to open an alternate treatment center.  The state has agreed to authorize 4 non-profit centers 
in the state.  Before Epping can become a “host town” Granite State Alternate Treatment Center will have to 
get a state license and fulfill all the obligations of the zoning and planning boards. 
 
Selectman Yergeau is apprehensive regarding the state laws changing while the town of Epping has this 
center.  Mr. Acton assured the Board of Selectman that they are not expecting more than 1,500 registered 
patients per month.  Mr. Acton said that his law is a strong piece of legislature. 
 
7:30 CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICE – Ruth Zax 
 
Ruth Zax from Child and Family Services thanked the town for their past support.  Ms. Zax presented a 
petition warrant article for the town vote in March.2015 in the amount of $4,500.  The money is used for 
families in the poverty level for various reasons with in the home, school and communities.  This program is 
designed to keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
 
7:45 RECREATION COMMISSION 
 
Sandy Goodspeed, Sandra Cray, Jeanette Hauschel and Nicole Bizzaro from the Recreation Commission 
submitted a Recreation Center Proposal.  Mrs. Goodspeed explained that they have been working with the 
Youth Coalition and the Community Space Needs Committee to find a space for the Recreation Department.  
This proposal would be an 11,875 square foot addition to the Elementary School.  Discussion continued 
regarding the use of space for the addition, cost and etc. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to move forward and talk to the school board regarding the proposed 
addition.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Selectman Dwyer volunteered to go and meet with the School Board to talk about the proposal.  Chairman 
Gauthier is interested in going also. 
 
An announcement regarding the LCHIP grant should be made on December 4th. 
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TAX DEEDS 
 
Chairman Gauthier announced the list of properties in Epping, map and lots and addresses for Town Tax 
Deeds regarding non-payment that were prepared for signatures:  Map and Lot 034-37 on Witham Road, 024-
023 at 156 Hedding Road, 022-064 at 6 Plumer Road, 030-016 at  38 Mill Street, 026-042 at 20 Ham Road,  
023-141-012 at 85 Coffin Road #12, 023-141-006 at 85 Coffin Road #6, 016-051 at 421 Calef Highway, 028-
020 at 51 Jenness Road,002-010-C & F on French Road and 023-141-018 at 85 Coffin Road #18. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the list of properties along with sending one more certified 
letter and regular mail to the owners, not recording the deeds until January 2, 2015.  Seconded by 
Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
INTENT TO CUT 
 
Notice of Intent to Cut for David Robertson Wilich, Depot Road, map and lot 034-047 was submitted for 
approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Notice of Intent to Cut for David Robertson Wilich, 
Depot Road, map and lot 034-047.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
SELECTMEN 
 
Purchase Order to W.S. Goodrich for 14 granite posts to restore the DAR lot in the amount of $1,680 was 
submitted for approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Jordan to approve the purchase order to W.S. Goodrich for 14 granite posts to 
restore the DAR lot in the amount of $1,680.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion carried 5-
0. 
 
VISION CONTRACT 
 
Full Statistical Reevaluation Contract with Vision Government Solutions, Inc. for assessing was submitted for 
approval.  Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge explained that the DAR has approved the contract. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Full Statistical Reevaluation Contract with Vision 
Government Solutions, Inc. for assessing having Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge sign the 
contract on behalf of the Board of Selectmen.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE & REPORTS 
  
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge introduced Kevin Walsh from the Sheriff Department regarding a 
Memorandum of Understanding.  Fire Chief Donald DeAngelis explained the communication upgrade for 
the Radio Dispatching Equipment and The Town of Epping being the host agency.  Mr. Walsh would like to 
reapply for the 2014 FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program. 
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Motion by Selectman Dwyer to sign the Memorandum of Understanding 2014 FEMA Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant Program.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Raffle Permit to St. Joseph’s Church for the Christmas Fair December 6th, 8AM-3PM was submitted for 
approval. 
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Raffle Permit to St. Joseph’s Church for the Christmas 
Fair December 6th, 8AM-3PM.  Seconded by Selectman Jordan.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge explained that there are wood piles at the dump that the town will be 
accepting bids on until December 5th.  Please include your name and the number pile you are bidding on. 
 
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN’S REPORTS 
 
Selectman Dwyer 
 
Selectman Dwyer wishes everyone safe travels during the Thanksgiving weekend. 
 
Selectman Jordan  
 
Selectman Jordan wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving 
 
Selectman Yergeau 
 
No Report 
 
Selectman McGeough  
 
Selectman McGeough hopes everyone travels safe for the holiday.   
 
Selectman McGeough also wants the viewers at home to understand that the Board of Selectmen will be the 
first to step up to help town residents. 
 
Selectman Gauthier 
 
Selectman Gauthier announced that ETV 22 will be down for the next week while they move their offices to 
the upstairs location.  Every meeting will be recorded and broadcast at a later date. 
 
Motion by Selectman Gauthier to contact the Town Attorney to write a referendum on the Cannabis 
Center coming to town and if the residents approve.  Seconded by Selectman McGeough.  Motion 
carried 5-0.  Selectman Dwyer stated that the Granite State Alternative Treatment Center  advisors don’t 
have to wait for the referendum to move forward with their licenses. 
 
Selectman Gauthier wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and safe travels with the snow. 
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 ADJOURN  
 
 Motion by Selectman Jordon to adjourn.  Seconded by Selectman Dwyer.  Motion carried 5-0.    
 
 Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Joyce Blanchard 
Executive Secretary 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Thomas Gauthier, Chairman 
 
______________________________ 
Tom Dwyer, Selectman   
  
______________________________ 
Mike Yergeau, Selectman 
 
______________________________ 
James P. McGeough 
 
______________________________ 
Bob Jordan 
 
 
Date __________________________ 


