
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES 

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

October 20, 2014 

 

BOS – October 20, 2014 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Chairman Tom Gauthier; Selectmen Tom Dwyer and Mike Yergeau; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard; 
Selectmen James P. McGeough and Bob Jordan and Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge excused. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Gauthier called the public session to order at 7:00 PM at the Epping Town Hall.     
 
PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
MINUTES 
 
Minutes from October 6 & 13, 2014 were submitted for approval.   
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to accept the minutes of October 6 & 13, 2014.  Seconded by Selectman 
Yergeau.  Motion carried 2-0-1.  Chairman Gauthier abstained.   
 
BUSINESS 
 
BUDGET REVIEW 
 
Finance Director Lisa Fogg explained that the planning salaries are back into the Planning Board budget.  
Community Development has been renamed Building Inspection.   
 
Finance Director Lisa Fogg reported that the Workman’s Compensation has increased 9.3%, Unemployment 
has decreased 22%, Retirement for employees and Police has increased 5% with Fire increasing 6%, and the 
insurance information should be in the end of this week or next week.   
 
PLANNING 
 
Planning Board Chairman Joe Foley explained why the Planning Budget has a $6,000 increase.  The Impact 
Fees have not been reevaluated since 2004.  The Highway Department needs to be included with the impact 
fee numbers. 
 
ZONING 
 
Zoning budget will stay the same as last year. 
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BUILDING INSPECTION 
 
The one change in the Building Inspection budget is the addition of $20,000 for a new used vehicle.  The 
present vehicle has been in the garage 5 times this year and just had a starter replaced.  The vehicle that is 
being used came from the Fire Department and is a 1999.  Chairmen Gauthier agreed that it was time to 
replace the vehicle.  Selectman Dwyer agreed. 
 
HIGHWAY BUILDING  
 
This is the third year since the building has been built.  The telephone and electricity budget has been adjusted 
for an increase.  The overhead doors need replacement springs, rollers and cables are needed in the 
maintenance line. 
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
 
The snow plowing budget has been transferred over to this budget.  The road construction money of 
$100,000 represents the Safety Complex driveway/parking lot.  Highway Supervisor David Reinhold would 
like to see more money in the road reconstruction budget due to redoing Coffin Road regarding regrinding 
roads.  He would like to see the $100,000 in the Safety Complex budget.  Mr. Reinhold thinks that Elm Street 
needs to be done sooner than the driveway/parking lot.  Fixing the roads by regrinding them will be more 
efficient and the roads will last longer.  Chairman Gauthier would like to see the money for all paving and 
reconstruction stay in this budget.  Selectman Yergeau does not like the thought of paving Elm Street without 
updating the water lines.  Public Works Director Dennis Koch explained the drainage and piping issue that 
needs to be dealt with from Bannigan Court to the stream in back of the apartments.  Charlie Goodspeed 
believes that the Florida company will donate all the GeoTech material needed for Coffin Road as 
experimental. 
 
Highway Supervisor David Reinhold and Public Works Director Dennis Koch discussed the need for the 
MB-3 sidewalk plow.  Chairman Gauthier suggested a warrant article for a 5 year lease.  This machine has an 
over the rail mower, snow blower, sander and a dump body on the back.  They were asked to form a list of 
equipment that is most needed in their department.  The sidewalk plow tops the list with a tractor with a side 
mower, dump truck and loader. 
 
TRANSFER STATION 
 
Public Works Director Dennis Koch explained that the Waste Disposal budget in now incorporated into the 
Transfer Station budget.  The budget hasn’t changed very much other than the Lamprey Cooperation tipping 
fee increase 2 thousand.  The building maintenance is for power washing and painting the transfer station.   
 
STREET LIGHTING 
 
Street Lighting budget stays the same. 
 
Chairman Gauthier asked Highway Supervisor David Reinhold and Public Works Director Dennis Koch 
about the Comac Road issue and has it been resolved.  Selectman Yergeau and Highway Supervisor David 
Reinhold met with the property owner Mrs. Costa.  The water issues have to be taken care of this year and 
will drain onto her land where there is a gulley area.  The second part of the project with be staked out and 
finished next year. 
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LIBRARY 
 
Library Chairman Michael Vose and Trustee Lynn Reinhard reviewed the Library Budget. The budget has 
increased $4,300 due to heating, maintenance and program supplies.  That is a 2.66 increase. 
 
The Library Trustees meet tomorrow and will decide whether to have a warrant article to build an extension 
onto the library. 
 
RECREATION 
 
The Recreation Budget looks acceptable.  Recreation Director Nicole Bizzaro needs to talk about the Watson 
Academy budget. 
 
Selectman Dwyer reported that the Budget Committee would like to have the town Budget by Nov 5th.    The 
health insurance rates will be in by then.  The budget has an 8.8% increase. The Selectman voted on reducing 
the tax rate by $150,000.  Chairman Gauthier would like all departments to take another look at the numbers 
in their budgets.   
 
Motion by Chairman Gauthier to have Town Administrator Gregory C. Dodge meet with all Department 
Heads and double check all the numbers, review and reduce before the November 3rd meeting.  Seconded by 
Selectman Yergeau.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Discussion continued regarding Warrant Articles to be submitted to the Budget Committee. 
 
BRICK WALKWAYS 
 
There were 2 bids on the DAR walkway project.  Granite Coast Landcare bid was $6,000 for both walkways 
and Averell Landscape and Design was $9,723.35.  The budget from Conservation is $5,000.  Due to the time 
scenario regarding the lateness in the year, not having the extra $1,000 and not knowing the schedule of the 
truck work and the tree work:  
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to table the DAR walkway project.  Seconded by Selectman Yergeau.  
Motion carried 3-0. 
 
RENTAL OF TOWN FACILITES 
 
Rental of Town Facilities for the National Heritage Center for Constitutional Studies (NHCCS) by Dianne 
Gilbert to meet on Tuesdays, Nov. 11, 18 & 25, Dec. 2 & 9 in the amount of $525 was submitted for 
approval.   
 
Motion by Selectman Dwyer to approve the Rental of Town Facilities for the National Heritage 
Center for Constitutional Studies (NHCCS) by Dianne Gilbert to meet on Tuesdays, Nov. 11, 18 & 
25, Dec. 2 & 9 in the amount of $525.  Seconded by Selectman Yergeau.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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CORRESPONDENCE & REPORTS 
  
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 

 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Excused 
 
INDIVIDUAL SELECTMEN’S REPORTS 
 
Selectman McGeough  
 
Excused 
 
Selectman Yergeau 
 
No Report 
 
Selectman Jordan  
 
Excused 
 
Selectman Dwyer 
 
Selectman Dwyer reported that the Budget Committee is interested in seeing the different warrant articles.  
There is an opening on the Budget Committee until March.  If anyone is interested please contact the Town 
Hall. 
 
Selectman Dwyer inquired about the Union Contract, as that will be a warrant article.  Chairman Gauthier 
responded that the they are waiting for the proper wording for the healthcare issues in the contract. 
 
Selectman Gauthier 
 

 No Report 
 
 Motion by Selectman Dwyer to adjourn.  Seconded by Selectman Yergeau.  Motion carried 3-0.    
 
 Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Joyce Blanchard 
Executive Secretary 
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_____________________________ 
Thomas Gauthier, Chairman 
 
______________________________ 
Tom Dwyer, Selectman   
  
______________________________ 
Mike Yergeau, Selectman 
 
 
Date __________________________ 


