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EPPING, NH PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

 

THURSDAY May 14, 2020 

 

 

 

ZOOM MEETINGOF THE PLANNING BOARD VIA ZOOM: 

HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/89458581051 MEETING ID: 894 5858 1051.  

DIAL IN: 1 646 876 9923 (US). 

 

PRESENT – Joe Foley, Susan McGeough, Heather Clark, Dave Reinhold; Selectman’s Representative 

Mike Yergeau; Alternate Michael Vose; Planner Brittany Howard; Secretary Phyllis McDonough. 

 

CONVENE: 6:00 P.M.      

 

DISCUSSION:  Raymond Bisson – Back Lot Subdivision – French Road 

 

Raymond Bisson came before the Board to discuss a back-lot subdivision on French Road, owned by 

Pamela Chaffe, Tax Map 002 – Lot 007.  He explained this is a 5.07 acre, 225 feet of frontage property 

with an old mobile home, storage trailer and an old camper on the property, a leach field and a well on the 

property.  Bisson explained all structures would be removed and subdivide the lot into two lots for two 

residences.  He noted that Epping doesn’t allow for back lots, so the requirement would be frontage on the 

town right-of-way which is 200 feet that is required.  He explained the immediate upper lot acreage would 

not be a problem, but and in order to use the existing crossing the right-of-way would have to be wider.   

 

Bisson stated a waiver would be needed for a noncontiguous width right-of-way; the proposed road is 690 

feet.  He explained under the road design regulations, section D.7 - cul-de-sacs state a dead-end street 

shall terminate the cul-de-sac.  Bisson explained the driveway splits approximately 370 feet from the 

road, the cul-de-sac would be after the first driveway which would be a big expense for just the two 

residences.  The road will be private and would still be built to town standards.  He explained they would 

like to do an 18-foot gravel driveway and the other 12-foot-wide driveway to the back house. 

 

Howard explained the applicant is looking for guidance because the subdivision regulations do not allow 

for back lots, so he would be putting in the right-of-way and creating a private road to create frontage for 

the back lot. 

 

Chairman Foley explained if this proposal were to be granted it will set precedence.  He stated he is not in 

favor of the proposal nor the waivers.  If the road were to be accepted by the town it would have to be 

built to town specs.  

 

Clark concurred with the Chairman and suggested Howard to add this to the list of new regulations for 

next year. 

 

Bisson questioned if they could get the cul-de-sacs to work, could there be relief for the roadway bed. 

 

McGeough stated she remembers in the past where the town has been burnt with a road that was “never” 

going to be a town road and the town was left to upgrade them.  She started she would feel better to look 

at this next year after town vote to see if this regulation passes.   

 

Howard stated she will look at back lot provisions for next year to be voted on. 
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The consensus of the board with this proposal is the Board prefers to do this proposal by the book on 

what’s in the regulation, which will be reviewed for next years vote.   

 

DISCUSSION:  Jack Murray – Jannell Court – Site Plan approval extension 

 

Jack Murray was not present for this discussion.  

 

DISCUSSION:  Paul Langdon – Roadway Letter of Credit  

 

Christen Smith came before the Board to discuss a roadway letter of credit.  He explained Langdon has 

purchased the Riverside Subdivision off Pleasant Street.  He stated specific to the bonding requirement is 

due to the fact Langdon will not be pulling any building permits until the road to the binder course.  Smith 

stated Langdon is not looking to build home until the road is complete and would have to bond what is 

left after the road has two binder course paving.  Smith noted the Town would be at no risk if they allow 

this.  Smith explained Langdon is looking to continue with the construction to that point before pulling 

any building permits and then would bond what was outstanding, which would be reviewed by Tighe & 

Bond. 

 

Howard explained the procedure would be normally we would receive a letter of credit before the work is 

to be done and then it reduces during the process.  He is requesting to do a letter of credit at binder before 

any permits are pulled. 

 

Langdon explained where he owns the property and will not be selling any of the lots, the bond is there to 

make sure the road gets finished but no construction going on until there is a binder. 

 

Howard explained permits are always pulled before construction.  She explained she understands that 

Langdon stated he would not be selling any lots, which would be her only concern.  Langdon explained 

this subdivision isn’t being done in phases, it’s being done all at once. 

 

McGeough noted because it does say “may” gives Langdon the opportunity to do it this way. 

 

Chairman Foley stated the whole point of the ordinance is to protect the town. 

 

Smith explained the builder/bond option is very typical in many NH municipalities and if he’s not going 

to be able to pull a building permit until the roads to binder, he believes doing it this way protects the 

town. 

 

Howard explained an escrow account has already been set up from the beginning to the end.   

 

Chairman Foley asked if something needs to be added to the regulations stipulation that he cannot sell a 

lot or get a building permit until the letter of credit is in place.   

 

Howard stated if the Board requests she will do up a letter stating because there is a change it from the 

way it is typically operate no building permits will be issued until it’s at binder and a letter of credit is 

received.  Langdon agreed. 

 

The Board as a whole were in agreement of the request. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:   Site Plan  
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Owner/developer:   Sig Sauer, Inc   

Location:   205 & 233 Exeter Rd & Route 27, Map 038 – Lots 003 & 005 

 

Howard read notice of a site plan by Sig Sauer, Inc.  Abutters present via zoom: Skip and Jennifer Chase 

 

Clark moved McGeough seconded the motion to accept the plan.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Joe Coronati representing Sig Sauer explained the proposal.  He showed a plan of the whole overview of 

the site, which is located in Epping and Brentwood.  He showed the area of the tactical training area and 

next to that is the engineering range and an R & D building.  He explained they would like to remove the 

tactical training area and extend the berm downward and create a 50-yard range and remove the structures 

and adding a Hesco wall then also add a back stop cover house with a shooting structure in front.  It 

would be a 50-yard range and they will be removing Skips range. 

 

McGeough stated she is always supportive of requests by Sig but is concerned with more outdoor 

shooting.  Coronati stated this is just swapping two ranges.  McGeough asked if this is expanding the 

outdoor range area?  Coronati explained Skips range was used quite often, which is a shorter range. 

 

Chairman Foley asked how many shooting positions are on Skips range.  Aaron Williamson from Sig 

explained that Skip’s range was not adequate for best practices of ranges and by doing this moving it will 

be less shooting and safer across the board.  Williamson explained the majority of shooting on this range 

will be rifle and pistol and less volume. 

 

Chairman Foley repeated his questions on how many shooting positions on skips range.  Williamson 

explained on Skips range there were five and, on this range, would hold up to 10 students if needed.  He 

explained Skips range was not for students it was used more for research and development and will see 

less shooting than Skips range. 

 

Vose asked if this is a net decrease of shooting on this new range.  Williamson stated that is correct. 

 

Chairman Foley asked if this range will be impacted by the range that will be brought before the board.  

Williamson stated no, but will serve the purpose for Sig and is a Monday through Saturday use and 

activity on this side of the academy is pretty light on the weekends. 

 

McGeough asked why building an indoor range, why not just build the indoor range and use that?  

Williamson explained the indoor range will be used for research and development and purposes and 

would be less noise coming out of the academy.  

 

McGeough stated she can see costs would be paramount but why not do another indoor range for the 

customers so it doesn’t impact the property owners.  There are certain restraints that come with indoor 

shooting facilities and they also have the Department of Defense and law enforcement that work out in 

the elements that come for exposure to cold weather and rain.  McGeough asked why not keep the 

buildings that are there now.  Those buildings are non-live fire.  This is a plan to increase the academy for 

law enforcement and Department of Defense. 

 

McGeough explained her husband was NYPD and she has taken hand gun courses but would like to see 

the whole package.  Coronati explained the only issue is there are time constraints, and may have multiple 

proposals coming before the board in the future. McGeough explained she is not comfortable with little 

bits of each proposal coming before the Board.  Williamson explained what is actually being proposed 

with the removal of skips range and building the other indoor range for engineering, there are two large 
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noise reduction for the academy.  He explained by removing skips is way higher volume of shooting and 

this new range, the tactical range doesn’t generate noise at all. 

 

Clark asked that the plan is already laid out, but agrees with McGeough on seeing the whole package. 

 

Coronati explained that this application was submitted back in March, and because of Covid issues Sig 

has to respond to changes to its cliental in a timely fashion. Sigs priorities do change at times based on 

contracts and personnel that they have to train. 

 

Vose questioned if Skips range were to be eliminated where would research and development be done, 

and the new range outdoor range is going to be used for training, would it be necessary for it to be done 

outdoors.  Williamson responded to Vose’s questions explaining the research and development has been 

moved to Exeter.  He added they are fully aware of the noise the academy makes and take it seriously and 

knowing that skips range was high noise is the reason it’s been moved to Exeter.  Williamson explained 

they have two indoor ranges at the Academy one is a 25-yard range which is pistol only, the other indoor 

range is an indoor rifle range which is used for pistol and rifle and only one class a day can be run at that 

range, which is approximately an eight-hour class.  Williamson explained to have the ability to utilized 

another 50-yard range for clients slotted to visit in the future, and by introducing the new indoor range 

that will be proposed for the engineering area to push the larger noise producing research and 

development inside. 

 

Chairman Foley questioned the new range will be utilized more which seems like more impact to the 

town.  Williamson explained the volume of shooting that was taking place on Skips range was significant.  

He explained the use of this range will be for students and the volume of shooting will not be comparable. 

 

Chairman Foley questioned the existing berm where there is shooting is a maximum 12 feet high.  

Coronati stated that is approximately the height of the existing berm that may be up to 14 feet.   

The Chairman noted that range is directly in line to the closest abutter.  He stated he doesn’t know if 12 

feet is high enough.  Coronati explained that is the reason for the cover at the back stop. Williamson 

explained they build all the ranges according to the Department of Energy.  He explained there are no 

beginning students in that area, they are used by experience shooters. 

 

Abutter Skip Chase explained he lives across the highway in Brentwood and has no concerns. 

 

Reinhold stated he sees this proposal as safe and has no concerns. 

 

Selectman Yergeau recused himself. 

 

Chairman Foley appoint Selectman Trombley to stand in for Selectman Yergeau.  Trombley stated overall 

he does not feel it will dramatically change the impact for the rest of the community.  He also stated he 

would like to see a master plan for the site.  

 

Clark noted he sees this as an even swap for the most part and agreed with Trombley on seeing a master 

plan for this site. 

 

Vose noted Sig is a great neighbor and all their proposals have been sound and an improvement.  He 

stated the applicant explained with this proposal there will be a decrease of noise.  Vose also added he 

sees it unrealistic to ask them to submit a master plan.  
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Chairman Foley stated a master plan gives leverage down the road and if something happens differently 

than what they’ve represented.  The Chairman stated he is happy with no more shooting on Sundays and 

the engineering use of skips range, where there’s a class is in there shooting 50 rounds a piece will see a 

net reduction in noise.  He stated he sees this is a good proposal. 

 

Chairman Foley moved Clark seconded the motion to approve the request and that the same hours will 

remain as other ranges.  Roll Call Vote; Chairman Foley, Clark, Reinhold and Selectman Trombley 

all voting aye.  McGeough voting nay. 

 

MINUTES OF 3/12/2020 FOR APPROVAL – Chairman Foley moved Clark seconded the motion to 

approve the minutes.  The motion carried unanimously.  Roll Call Vote; Chairman Foley, Clark, 

McGeough Reinhold and Selectman Yergeau all voting aye. 
 

NOD’S KELLEHER SUBDIVISION AND CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT MAPLE HEIGHTS 

REALITY – The Chairman will sign the notices of decision. 

 

INVOICE FROM TIGHE & BOND Clark moved Chairman Foley seconded the motion to pay up to 

$70 on the invoice bill from Tighe & Bond.  Roll Call Vote; Chairman Foley, Clark, McGeough 

Reinhold and Selectman Yergeau all voting aye. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – Roll Call Vote; Chairman Foley, Clark, McGeough Reinhold and Selectman 

Yergeau all voting aye to adjourn the meeting at 7:45pm. 

 

NOTE:  THE NEXT MEETING DATE IS JUNE 11, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. VIA ZOOM  

 

 

Respectively Submitted,   

 

 

 

Phyllis McDonough  

Planning Board Secretary 

 


